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Niiki Pharma is getting ready to begin clinical trials of its second new drug candidate, an 
anti-cancer compound being developed under the name NKP-225.

“We are very excited to bring a completely new weapon to the cancer battleground, as we 
work to improve the survival and quality of life of cancer patients,” said Dr. Hooshmand 
Sheshbaradaran, CEO of the Philadelphia biopharmaceutical company.

The new drug candidate is designed to fight cancer by inducing an overload of stress to cell 
machinery that repairs protein misfolding, a common occurrence in tumor cells. The 
overload of that system induced by NKP-2235 triggers tumor cell death. Normal cells, which 
are not under the same stress level, are more tolerant of NKP-2235, the company said.

Niiki Pharma is scheduled to present preclinical results for NKP-2235 on April 3 at the 
American Association for Cancer Research’s annual meeting in Chicago. The AACR, 
based in Philadelphia, is a scientific organization dedicated to preventing and curing cancer 
through research and education.

In preclinical studies, NKP-2235 demonstrated activity against multiple tumor types, 
including those resistant to standard anti-cancer agents. It also produced positive results 
when tested as a part of a combination therapy.

Dr. Angela Ogden, chief medical officer at Niiki Pharma, said the compound has also shown 
potential for use in the “widespread battle” against bone resorption associated with cancer 
and other diseases.

I first wrote about Niiki Pharma and its efforts to take on cancer in January.

John George covers health care, biotech/pharmaceuticals and sports business.
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